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1. Identification of ICH Element s d/i,t’" 1%
1.1 Name of the Element Used by the Community = (uy/,‘/i,t"l P U J; ool Sk

concerned (in local language)

!

Rilli i (art of making traditional bedspreads and quilts
by the women in the villages of Sindh.

1.1.1 Brief descriptive title of the element (in English or Urdu) J:'UJ/:; o d‘//‘(’@'w’ d/(t L el

Rilli is a centuries old traditional practice of the women in the villages of Sindh and several areas of
Punjab. It is an art of making traditional bedspreads and quilts used by the community members and
also prepared for sale to the other cities of Pakistan.
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1.2 Domain of the Element

Y4

Number 1-9 (prioritize on the
Domain basis of relevance of element to
domain (s)
& y - 1
{2 Oral Traditions and Expression / e bbbl sl ey (U
[ Performing Arts / daudal 943
2
M Social Practices, Rituals and Festive Events /4 sl e by celly S
[ ] Knowledge and Practices concerning Nature and the Universe /
eyl idhe 2l
. ek 1
A Traditional Craftsmanship / ($x+~ (j.fly
O Traditional Cuisine / LU/G':’»
[] Traditional Games and Sports / J:A/Gf‘»
[ Agricultural Practices / 2,)’ S
[ Traditional Medicine / wlss! G<ly
(] Other:
1.3 Community(ies), groups, and individuals concerned )PU}' m/'/cd}lﬂdl’i/ pA Y= 1 g

Almost all the villages are involved in preparing Rilli. It is a communal practice. The CBI was conducted with

the Meghwar women of the Pabuhar village in Mithi, Tharparkar.
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1.4 Physical location(s), distribution, and frequency of

Gl ol e 3 U BN L

Rilli is practiced in all the villages of Tharparkar by the women artisans. This is an ongoing skill, and women of

enactment of the element

the household work and prepare Rillis whenever they find time. The elder women of the village try to pass
down the knowledge to the younger generation as frequently as they can.

1.5 Short description of the element (preferably no more . ) R .
than 200 words) 56 P ol = mal)) B2 147 ()

In Tharparkar, every girl who gets married gets dowry and Rilli is an essential part of dowry. Mothers start
preparing rilli for their daughters from the time they are born. The number of Rilli given to a bride depends
on the financial situation of the family.

Rilli is a centuries old tradition that has persisted in Sindh, Balochistan and Cholistan in Pakistan. It is a
communal activity. The women prefer to sit together with family members, distant relative and friends and
then prepare beautiful pieces.

There are three categories of designs in Rilli: Patchwork (tukwari), Applique (chutkinwari) and Embroidery
(prepared on silk (satin) fabric mostly after sketching the design with the help of stencils and then doing
embroidery with thread and needle.

There are two layers of cloth in Rilli, the upper layer is known as mathay jo por, which is prepared by layering
and stitching the pieces. The lower layer is known as heth jo por, which is usually a single fabric. Cloth, foam,
or cotton is added in between the two layers.

The process of Rilli making is as follow:

The women normally take a silk cloth (satin) and trace the design in the centre with the stencils already
prepared, once this is done women start the embroidery. To make Rilli, one needs fabric, needles, thread,
and scissors. Applique Rilli normally takes | month to complete. And the patchwork Rilli takes longer about 5-
6 month to complete. At first the top portion of the Rilli is prepared, all the pieces are sewn together piece by
piece. The women normally have a reed mat on which they sit and work. The lower cloth is placed on the mat
and then the upper layer is sewn. This activity is done by a group of women. They normally make stiches that
are close to one another (1/2 or 1/8 inches apart).

From among the three categories of Rilli design, patchwork (tukwari) is the most common in the Pabuhar
Village. The designs are complex and are only taught by the elder women to the younger orally. Therefore,
this is a very essential activity where certain important family stitches and Rilli designs are taught to the
younger girls. In the Applique design, the women cut small squares of the fabric, then edges are turned and
sewn. The fabric used in making Rilli is usually recycled which is one of the most unique feature of this ICH.
The women try not to discard any used fabric and use it to make rilli. This skill of recycling and reusing the
fabric is taught to all the girls of the village.
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2. Transmission of the ICH Element (personnel and language(s) involved) J:&»“ d/i.lf'l u’)b/f

2.1 Personnel/individuals (if applicable) directly involved . % . . -
in the practice and/or enactment of the element Balvg oﬂv’) e LF sl ) sy 61

(Name, Age, Gender, Professional category)
)

Chandu Bai, 60 years old, Female, Housewife
Pushpa Kumari, 15 years old, Female, Student
Parnika, 13 years old, Female, Student

Seeta Bai, 40 years old, Female, Housewife

2.2 Other people in the community less directly involved, . . 5. e j
but who contribute to the practice of the element or JL’ - U”fdv‘ﬂ’ d/ U/LW JIi ’J U,lﬁ" 4’:'

facilitate its practice or transmission

gLy

Men of the villages are involved in taking some of these prepared Rillis and selling them in the market. They
act as middleman.

2.3 Language (s) and dialect (s) involved (if applicable) -
ol gy S

Parkari, Gujrati, Sindhi, Siraiki, Dhatki, Sindhi

2.4 Language (s) and dialect (s) spoken by the . _
community concerned i"»’ b d/d’t:'

Parkari and Dhatki.

3. State of ICH Element JLI:’" b 2

3.1 Threats (if any) to the continued transmission of the element within the relevant community (ies)
s B WSS Ll e P Y F L

Rilli is an integral part of the Thari culture. It is practiced almost in every household. All the female members
of the community are either directly or indirectly involved in the craft hence there is no threat to the
continued transmission of the element.
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3.2 Threats to any tangible elements and resources (if any) associated with the element

ro S S o7 = Dl

The tangible elements and resources are not under threat.

3.3 Safeguarding or other measures in place (if any) to address any of these threats and encourage future
enactment and transmission of the element

JJJW‘ww/é/é(sﬁw“éwWZ”iug{ﬂg

Rilli is made by all the women and care is taken to transfer the skill to the younger generation. Therefore,
whenever anyone starts making Rilli, they try to involve the younger girls also so that the skills are
transferred.

3.4 Viability of the element

3.4.1 Does the element require urgent safeguarding o e JL/L,W! d}} /Ll:"i J! 'l,.‘/

The element does not require urgent safeguarding as actively practiced and its importance is well
recognized by the younger generation.

3.4.2 Is the element a viable representative of the ICH of the community(ies) .l,-(ul T Jj JﬁG’ A0 - Lf
et del el 2 G ol F L GV Sk -

Yes, the ICH element is a viable representative of the community.

3.4.3 Any safeguarding/innovation measures taken for enhancing viability /Jfé iy d/;?"’l J! .l,.l/
L S eusn By 2L LG

In Meghwar Community, every female member of the family learns this craft; it is transferred from one
generation to the other orally.
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4. References concerning the ICH element (if any)

el Jg O L s

4.1 Literature (if any) (published articles, books,

newspapers etc.)

D/}) Lol owt’rég_)fu 83’)&—’7 d)’)

Title of book, Article,
Newspaper etc./ Oy

Name of Author(s) /
o

Publication Year
[ Jlw § celil

Page Number(s)

Publisher / &L

Memoir on The Thurr
and Parkar Districts of
Sind

Stanley Napier Raikes

February 8, 2018

Sagwan Press

Tarekh Registan

Raichand Harijan

June 11, 2019

Haiderabad
Sindh

Ralli Quilts: Traditional
Textiles from Pakistan
and India (Schiffer Book
for Designers and
Collectors)

Patricia Ormsby
Stoddard

May 12, 2003

The Flowering Desert
Textiles from Sindh

Nasreen Askari and
Hasan Askari

2019

Paul Holberton
Publishing,
London

4.2 Audio-visual

materials,

recordings, or any

objects etc., in archives, museums, and private

collections (if any)

u{u,“/.;«t{ ufé—lg) o i § B S L

uw:@&sJ)

Title of audio-visual material or

object / Olge

Location /
&

Collected / Recorded

by / 385 L S lge
PLES Jlg s S

Jlw

Year of collection and/or
publication / §celal by S 1S

Sindh ki Sakafat rilli design

www.youtub
e.com/watch
v=nVtGQ5f2
Ef8

November, 2022
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5. Data restrictions and Permissions Jbal s sly
5.1 Restrictions if any to the use of (or access to) Lo oS oz Wleglhan ol gl
information e.g., is there any sensitive Sul>

information you would not like to be shared

The community members involved in the CBI
process were very enthusiastic and had no
reservation about the information being shared.

Resource person(s) detail S Slaglas
Loais

Name/ U Affiliation / Sl Location / L) Contact No. / s dly
Chandu Bai Housewife Pabuhar Village, Mithi

Pushpa Kumari Student Pabuhar Village, Mithi

Parnika Student Pabuhar Village, Mithi

Seeta Bai Housewife Pabuhar Village, Mithi

6. Attachments material related to ICH element S Cf’/ = LUGL S Utz 5’/5»2-

Detailed Description / J:“‘JJ"‘”

4 Photograph(s) — Maximum 15, Minimum 10 //4 /),HA »lj = o)) /L))
[JAudio (if possible) / JC'/’T) &f)

A Video (if possible) / » JC'/T) $~)

(1 Other / s 3¢

7. Permission to Compile Data b el

7.1 Name(s) of the Person(s) of the concerned LS 30 68 0lge 3 0gir U B polseal b pasess
community who participated in filling the form

Chandu Bai Parnika

Pushpa Kumari Seeta Bai

7.2 Date (s) and place(s) of information generated ~Gu’ é]l:’d/é.//d“‘(a < b

10t September 2022. Pabuhar Village, Mithi, Tharparkar
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’ -3 proof of consent of the community(ies) concerned for

inventorying the element; and the information to be K oLl S ﬂ;_/;,@ S el LL‘T‘
prOVldEd in the inventory

L =ill

\
CM - agree as a representative of the fL/d%&/ community to the

inventorying of information gathered in reference to it/them being placed on the National and/or Provincial
ICH Database. This inventorying form has been filled with the collaboration of local community.

G-HLJ'L]'LY'M-L‘J/(UU,IJ( Y\’ Q)L d’ud(ﬁ"({,’ﬂ’uq 7_/\)(/_ o
ST U2 -2 U S B Jiéd/w ‘wu;,,tdwtd;/,lr/.,WJJJIIWL&//L/M
4—9’%4—:«/,VLﬁJuJ’L

Signature / k% »: j})\,y

Signatures of additional community members (if any)/ (U d,‘/ﬁ) ¥ L el L 3k

) Name (/) Signature (£575) j
[mm o Bk Bof
&1.&

WZ@ fazn
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8. Date of entering the information in the “ . . PO o
National, Provincial, or any other inventory éj” JL/JL’ SVl dl"é ‘O’i el
Inventory Date Entry ID
O Provincial / 3;#

O National / ¢

[ Any Other (Specify Name):- / s &y




